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We rth Y Gentlemen, 


The Managers, 


And to all that Incou- 
rage the Evening Le- 
Cure at the Reverend 


Mr. 8 howers 8 in the 
— Olde Jury. 


8 | 
HIS is the fend In 
ſtance wherein your im- 
= portumty has brought me 
to more Publick View ; the Firſt 
| into that Pulpit where the Sub- 
ſtance of this was Preach d, and 
nom into the Preſs. May a Bleſf ng 
proportionably attend it, and twill 
be an Addition to the Joy with 
hieb: you, (and every good Spi- 
rit) behold the good Pleaſure of 
Wp en n in our Hands. 
A 2 Iwill 
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The Preface. 
Till, I. brow, be. kd 
what can bear me out in fo late 
a Publication, and afier % ma- 
ny excellent Diſcourſes ? I Hall 
only ſay, that the moſt Rigid 
and Severe can hardly . any 
thing which I did not urge; 
till I found that an abſolute Re- 
fuſal was likely to be imputed to 
a ſecret Value I had for ſome- 
thing elſe, more than your Edi- 
fication, than which I bawe no- 
thing in the World more at Heart, 
nor any thing ſo much, as that I 
might ſave my own Soul, and 
them that hear me. May Hut 
this therefore be to you an ac- 
ceptable Acknowledgment of your 
unwearied Diligence, your pru- 
dent Management, your forward 
and decent Zeal, your beautiful 
Order, your ſerions Attendance 
on our Miniſtry, your generous 
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The Pretace. 
Kindneſſes to me and ' my Dear 
Partner, And (what I pray may 
be perpetual) your Unanimity and 
mutual Affection; and a help to 
others to attain the end of the 
Late Calamity; and then, as to 
all other Regards, I have count- 
ed che Coſt. For 

F that Obſervation will hold, 
That ' Perſons Reſentments and 
Pretenſions are according to what 
they think of Themſelves, I an 
ſure to be eaſie : And ſo leaving 
others to place me where they will, 
I would be Conceid d, as upon my 
K nees before every one of you, be- 
ſeeching you to abſtain from tooliſh 
and hurtful Luſts, that jour Re- 
ligion may not Ewaporate all in 
Talk, but lie warm at Heart ; 
that that Cod you pretend to own 
in his Houſe may not be baniſh'd 
from your own, That you wonld 
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The Preface. 

fo Order your. Publiek Religion, 
that it may- not exclude that in 
the Family and Cloſet : © Re> 
8 1 i that Chriſtianity is 
your Profeſſion and Buſineſt, 
al a+ is your Apprentiſbip, Pra- 
Hie will make it eaſy, Perſe- 

i gerance will make you Perfect. 
Finally Brethren, pray for us, 
ihr our Sueceſo, 14s we do for your 
Proſperity, in Soul and Body; 

and that you may riſe up as a 
Seed that ſhall be accounted to 
him for a Generation; which 
will be to the Glory of Gad, the 
Building up of bis C burcbes, 
your own Salvation, the Future 
Crown and Glory, and Preſent 
gra cone olation that can be to 
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3 Servant, 


For Chriſt's Sake, b 


B. Gravener. 


DISCOURSE 


By the late Dreadful 


STORM: 


November 26, 1703: 


Holea VIII. vii. 
For they hawe It owed th: wind, 


and they ſhall reap the whirl - 


wind. 


Ethinks we look like Perſons 
driven under Shelter by one 
Storm, with an Aim of in- 
luring a Refuge from another. And 


it will be A merciful Judgment _—_— 
1 


(2 ) 
if our lat Tempeſt of Wind ſhall have 
that effi #, as to prevent a greater 
Storm t! it any Cloud of Affairs may 
ſeem to threaten. We might then 
ſing of Mercy and of 7udgment, a mix- 
ture of Trembling and Foy, and ſay, be- 
hold the Goodneſs and Severity of God; 
Severity making way for Goodneſs, as 
a Tempeſt clears the Sky. Then will it 
appear that we have been jhook, that 
we might not be overturn'd, the tops 
of our Houſes ſhatter'd to ſave the 
Foundations, that we were threatned 
only to prevent Execution, that a few 
Lives only were given up to a deſtroy- 
ing Angel, inſtead of a Commiſſion 
for Slaughter in every Family, as in E- 
gypt, or the Deſolations felt in the 
Seat of War, and deſigned by our E- 
nemies, that would make our Mid- 
mght-cries as doleful and univerſal as 
theirs. 

The Voice of Her Majeſty has ſes- 
conded that of God and Providence, 
calling us to Repentance, by a Procla- | 
mation, ſo ſerious and ſenſible, ſo tru- 
ly expreſſive of Piety, Tenderneſs and 
Compaſſion, of ſuch a Vein and Spirit 

| through- 


ve (3) 
throughout, that has very rarely come 
from any Throne ſince that which 
was fill'd with the Preacher, Ecc. 1. 
12. Por 

Her Mie ſtanding upon a riſing 
Ground, the Eminence of Her Stati- 
on gives Her a larger Proſpect of At- 
fairs, and a wider Compaſs of Obſer- 
vat ion, She has the Face of the Hea- 
vens in view, the Motion of the Ene- 
my, the gathering of the Clouds, and 
upon the intire Scene before Her, calls 
an whole Natibn to Prayers, with that 
Fervency and Affection, that condemns 
the Security of ſome, and tlie Neglect 
of others, and ſhould awaken the 
Concern of all to follow their Prayers 
with a ſpeedy Reformation and Repen- 
Fance, 

The Day of Humiliation falling at 
ſuch a diſtance from the Occaſion, does 


eventually ſerve to theſe two Purpoles. 


1. 10 revive upon us the Impreſſions 
made by the late Storm, and carry them 
deeper into our Hearts. Had the So- 
lemn Day followed immediately upon 
the Storm, the Judgment and its uſe- 
ful Impreſſions had been over, nothing 
ö B 2 more 


(4) 
more common than to forget the Datr 
ger as ſoon as eſcap d. Iwas the Re- 
proach of Iſrael, that tho they ſung 
God's Praiſes, yet they ſoon forgot his 
Works, Pl. 8 12, 13. And 'tis the 
Reproach of England, that tho We 
ſometimes tremble at his Judgments, 
we ſoon forget our Vows. | 
While any Storm is upon us, with 
Pharaoh we are ready to cry out, Oh 
intreat the Lord for me, but no ſoon- 
er do we think the Danger over, but 
with Him too we practically ſay, . who 
is the. Lord that we ſhould = ths him, to 
Jet this People go free, and return. to 
our former Courle as naturally, and 
with as ſtrong a Current, as a Stream 
that has only been kept back by ſome 
violent Wind. The threatning Sound 
no ſooner out of our Ears, tho its ter- 
rible Effects are yet before our Eyes, 
and felt much further than they are 
ſeen, but our Apprehenſions are blown 
over with the Storm, the generality 
acting as if their Safety lay in taking no | 
warning. But now after the immedi- 
ate Senſe of the Calamity had ſpent its 
ſelf, and begins to be worn off by 
Un- 


„ 


infinite Variety of other Occurrence? 
this Day comes to bring back our Se- 
riouſneſs, ſurvive the Senſe of God's 
Judgments, the Vows we made for 
Safety, and the Call to Repentance. 
2. THAT a whole Nation might 
be actually at Prayer at the very time 
when the King of Spain was proceedmg 
in his Voyage, and that important Ex- 
pedition was before the Wind. 
THAT HE that carried ſo much 
of the Common Cauſe, ſo much of the 
| Intereſt of Europe, ſo much of our par- 
ticular Intereſt along with him; may 
alſo carry along with him our Prayers, 
and the Bleſſing of God, that the Breath 


' God indeed anſwer'd ns by terrible things 
in ee ah = Fleet, was af- 

terward- put back by another Storm (as if 
God would rebuke our Daring to proceed af- 
ter ſuch a terrible Judgment as that, Nov. 
26. 1703. without making Prayer and Hu- 
miliation our firſt - ſtep.) But the. late hap- 
py Revolution has taught us, that tis ſome- 
times God's way ro carry the kind Deſigns 
of his Providence ſecurely, and . with the 
more Triumph thro ſome Difficulty and a- 
mating Diſappointments. | 
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of Prayer might fill his Sails, and car- 
ry them to his expected Port; that the 
Wickedneſs and Prophaneneſs , the 
Blaſphemy and Oaths of thoſe that live 
on that Element, a ſort of Wind 
which they too plentifully ſow, may 
not raiſe Storms and Whirlwinds, the 
natural Harveſt of ſuch a kind of 
Seed. 1 

T IS indeed a melancholy Thought, 
that ſo many of thoſe that uſed to call 
for Damnation are now ſunk to the 
bottom, their Imprecations are beat 
back in their Faces, and they that have 
ſowed ſuch Wind have reap'd the 
Whirl-wind. | 

THIS Chapter begins with (an Apo- 
ſiopeſis a Figure of Paſſion, by which the 
Mind ſnatches its Thoughts from the 
preſent Subject and Tract, and of a 
{udden abruptly tacks about to ſome 0- 
ther Point.) It denotes here the great 
Anger of God, which he had in part 
expreſsd in the Reproaches and 
Threatnings of the foregoing Chapter, 
breaks off, and commands the Pro- 
phet to ſet the Trumpet to his mouth, 


V. I. N 2 
RJ b. 


DW 


Q. D. Go ſecond me in what 1 
have done, follow my Providences by 
my Word, and carry on the Alarum. 
Tell them what I mean by what 1 have 
done, lift up thy Voice like a Trumpet, 
cry aloud and ſpare not. When God 
ſpeaks, Heaven and Earth are his Au- 
ditory, tis with the greateſt Solemnity 
of Thunder, Lightning, Earthquake, 
and Flames of Fire, that ufually go be- 
fore him as the ſound of a Trumpet to 
Command Silence, and Attention, 
before the Proclamation of a great 
King, ſet the Trumpet to thy Mouth. 

AND the firſt thing he is to alarm 
them with is the threatned Invaſion of 
Sallmanaſſer King of Aſſyria (Deus a- 
vertat Omen) who afterwards carried 
them away Captive, v. 1. He hall 
come up as an Eaple againſt the Houſe 
of the Lord, becauſe they have tranſ- 
greſs'd my Covenant, and treſpaſs d a- 
gainſt my Law, as an Eagle. His march- 
es {wift and ſpeedy, as if he flew, Vo- 
racious and Pittileſs as an hungry Eagle 
ſtooping to the Prey, ſo ſhall the Ar- 
my of the A yrians be, ſurmounting 
all Difficulty in the way with as much 

B 4 eaſe 


(3) 

eaſe, as if born with the Wings of an 
Eagle. For what .cannot they do, 
who beſides their Native Dexterity 
and Malice, come with a Commiſſion 
from God to puniſh a rebellious and 
ſinful People, becauſe they have tranſ- 
greſſed my Covenant, aud treſpaſſed a- 
gainſt my Law, This firſt Blaſt of the 
Prophet's Trumpet overthrew two of 
their greateſt Confidences at once, 

1. THE Confidence of the Safety of 
their Scituation. They might. flatter 
themſelves with the thoughts that the 
Aſſyrians were a great way off, there 
were large Lradtsof Frontier Country, 
Meſopotania id Hrie, the Rivers 
Tygris and Euphrates, they can make 
no Milttary Preparations, but we 
muſt hear of their - Motions, -- and ſo 
put our ſelves in a Poſture to receive 
them. But this Confidence is de- 
ſtroy'd, when they are told, that as an 
Eagle ſhall he come, who almoſt as 
ſoon as ſhe ſees the Prey, tho from 
never ſo great a height, is upon it, J 
5. 26. He ſhall lift up an Enſigne in the 
Nations from far, and will hiſs — 
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them from the end of the Earth, and 
they ſhall come with ſpeed and ſwiftly. 
2. THE Confidence of their being 
the People of God, and having his Tem- 
ple among them. Of their knowing 
him, to whom thoſe very A/jyrians- 
were ſtrangers, v. 2. Iſrael ſball cry. 
unto me, my God I know thee, But God 
confounds the Hypocriſie of that Pre- 
tence, and daſhes their Confidence by 
that Anſwer, v. 3. Iſrael hath caſt of 
the thing that is good, the Enemy ſball 


therefore purſue him. 


EVEN. thoſe Men are for claim- 
ing Acquaintance with God in Trou- 
bles, who at other time, ſay unto God, 
depart from them. But in vain do any 
pretend an Intereſt in that God whom 
they will not obey, or any Protection 
from the beſt Religion in the World, 
while they forſake the thing that 1: 
good, | 1 . 
ENGLAND may ſay, my God we 
know thee, as the Temple of the Lord, 
the Temple of the Lord was their cry, 
till they and their Temple were ruin'd 
together, We are the Church, the beſt, 
and indeed the only Church, - and 

Peo- 


(10 
People of God upon Earth, and yet 
that was no ſecurity to thoſe who for- 
fake the thing that's good, tbe Enemy 

ſhall purſue them, as an Eagle ſball he 
- Come, even againſt the Houſe of the 
Lord. The Houſe of God will be no 
Protection to Sinners, for Judgment 
muſt begin at the Houſe of God, at the 
time when Hypocrites in Z ion muſt be 
made totremble. The Houſe of Prayer 
will be no Sanctuary to 4 Den of 
Thieves, Pretendcd nearneſs to God, 
adds more Weight to our Guilt, and 
Aggravation to our Sin, as done more 
in his fight, looks like inſulting him 
to hisface, and he is undone that de- 
pends upon being overlook' d. No, as 
3 Joab was pluck d from the 
3 very Horns of the Altar, 
the wicked Prieſts Sacriticed upon it, 
and Feroboam's Hand wither'd before it, 
ſo Vengeance will ſeize the Hypocrite 


that creeps never ſo near it. 


HE that ſpared not the ſeven 
Churches of Aſia, that were Candle- 
ſticks of his own ſetting up, furniſh'd | 
with the brighteſt Lights, himſelf |} 
walking in the maſt of them that were 

| truly 
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truly Apoſtolical, he that ſpared not 
the Church of France, of which I 
might aſſert the ſame things; what 
can he ſce among us more likely to 
move his Pity, or engage his Favour? 
EVERY thing we behold up- 
braids and reproaches our flattering 
Pretences to more favourable Regards; 
if we caſt off the thing that 1s good, 
which is very much the Senſe of this 
Proverbial Expreſſion, They have ſown 
the Wind, &c. 
In the handling of which I ſhall 
I. EXPLAIN the Terms, Sow- 
ing the Wind, and Reaping the I hirl- 
winds, 
Il. S HE W the certain Connexion 
or nee ſuch Seed and ſuch Har- 
veſt. a 
III. IMPROVEMENT in 
ſome Reflexions upon our late dreadful 
Storm. e * 
I. TO explain the Terms, Sowing "= 
the Wind, &c. on 
F. 1. THEIR more immediate 
and literal Senſe, or what they ſtand 
for as Proverbs, and fo they ſignifie 
two things, f 1 


. 
. 
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(nn) 
i. LABOU Rin vain, purſuit of 
Emprineſs, Diſappointnent, taking 
pains to no purpoſe, ſowing upon the 
Sands, plowing upon the Rocks, the 
ſame with the Greeks, evius; feweye, 
cultivating the Winds the LXX by 
* ve OTURR2Y, ſowing blaſted 
Corn, that has no Heart, and will af- 
ford no Harveſt. Such is the Labour 
of all thoſe that forget God, and caft 
off the thing that's good, that ſet up 
Idols, or any falſe 1 their 
Labours and Pains hurry, and moſt 
diligent Application is to as little pur- | 
poſe, as for a Husbandman to ſpend | 
the whole Seed time in committing | 
blaſted Corn to the Earth, which in o- 
ther places is expreſs'd by labouring for 
the Wind, Eccl. 5. 16. Feeding upon 
the Wind, 1f. 26. 18. . Inheritmg the 
Wind, Prov. 11. 29. And here, ſom- 
ing the Wind, and reaping the N hirl- 
wind, I 
2. BUT it does not only bring forth 
Diſappointment, but Miſchief and De- 
triment. Its not only labouring in 
vain, but labouring for Miſchief. The 
Returns of it are not ſo harmleſs . 
the 
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the emptineſs of Wind, but ruinous as 
its Violence, a Whirl-wind 5 a Whirl- 
wind may well be put for any manner 
of Judgments 5 becaule tis expreſſive 
of all Calamities in Scripture, and in- 
deed in a manner including all, in its 
terrible Effects. This Harveſt we 
have reap'd in the Letter of it, pray 
God it may not be the Emblem of ſome 
other more dreadful, ſuch as after- 
ward overtook Iſrael, ſcatter'd them 
into unknown Countries, threw down 
their Temple wherein they confided, 
and to which their Devotion run out 
more than to the God that dwelt there- 
in, v. 8. 9. | 

§. 2. THEIR Metaphorical 
Senſe, or what they import in this 
= Sowing and Reaping, are in 


Scripture us d to expreſs the Courſe and 


Event, thy May and the Eud of Per- 
ſons Lives and Actions, either by Na- 
tural, or Fudicial Connexion and Con- 
ſequence. 

. D. Your Courſe has been vain 
and ſinful, your Lives diſſolute, your 
Worſhip Idolatrous, and as coſtly and 


elaborate as it has been, laviſhing ont 
C 
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of the Bag Silver and Gold for your 
Idols, while little or nothing 
could be ſpared for my. Ser- 
vice; all the good thoſe Idols can 
now do for you, 1s to convince you of 
the Folly of your depending on 'em. 
This Dependance drops you, your Ex- 
pectation diſappoints you, and your 
Guilt ſinks and overwhelms you in 
Miſeries, Calamities, and Judgments 
that do as certainly follow upon” ſuch 
Courſes, as Harveſt, as an Reaping and 
Scwing does follow onahe other. Here 
we are to enquire in what Reſpects we 
are chargable with the Guilt, Folly and 
Miſchief of Sowing the ind, und Rea- 
ping the Nhirl-wind. 

A N this, with that Brevity I am 
confined to, I {hall conſider as chargea- 
ble upon Perſons, Families, Churches 
and Nations, and upon ſo wide a Com- 
| pals to pretend to more than ſome 

ints of things, would be to tell the 
Seeds that make the Harveſt, or the 
Particles of Air that go into a Whurl- 
wind. 


Verſe 14. 


AND 


* 
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AN D firſt in ſingle Perſons. 

1. ALL Triſling and Vanity of 
Mind, Diſcourſe and Actions. To call 
a vain Perſon a Sower of N ind, is hardly 
a Metaphor, it has been a Complaint 
ever ſince the 4th Pſalm was writ, Oh 


ye Sons of Men, how long will ye love 


Vanity, and follow after Lies? It's Va- 
nity to forget God, and like a Feather 
before the Wind be toſt from Pleaſure 
to Pleaſure, as lovers of Pleaſure, more 
than lovers of God, and it's a Lie, that 
any thing can ſo well deſerve our Pur- 
ſuit as his Favour, or that any thing 
can be a Gain, whereby Conſcience 
and Religion is /o/f. There is not up- 
on Earth a more contemptible Inſect. 
than a vam Perſon whoſe Lite is all 
Froth and Levity, forgetful of God, 
Diſobedient to Parents, Proud, Con- 
ceited, eaten up with Frolic, mad up- 
on Pleaſure, ſtriking at every thing 
that's like it, reſolved upon his own 
Way, adoring himſelf in the Attri- 
butes of Trim and Dreſs, ſnuffing at 


all that's Serious, and by a Contemp- 


tuous Tojs at Religion, izem to profeſs 
that God and Chriſt were not fit Com- 
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pany for Men of Air, Air indeed, e- 
ven in the Senſe of my Text; which 
tells us, the Seed they Sow, and the 
Harveſt they are like to Reap. For 
what elſe can the end of thoſe things be, 
but that the Wave of the Sea, driven of 
the ind and toſſed, ſhould at laſt be 
daſh'd to pieces againſt the Rock, 
James 1. 6. | 

2. THE ſecret Hopes of Impunity 
in a ſinful Courſe, is Sowing the Wind, 

This is laying in for a large Harvef 
of Miſery, and (as it is elſewhere 
calld) a Treaſuring up of Wrath 4. 
gainſt the Day of Wrath. To ſay in 
our Hearts, we ſhall have Peace, tho 
we add Drunkenneſs to Thirſt, and walk 
in the Imagination of our own Hearts, 1s 
not only ſowing, but covering and cul- | 
tivating the Seeds of Deſtruction, with 
a ſeeming Care not to be diſappointed 
of Ruine. God can't bear to be thus 
made an Accomplice in the Rebellion 
againſt himſelf, that's an Outrage in- 
tolerable, too much in all reaſon, and 
yet that's very much the Senſe of 
Dreaming of Peace and Quiet, tho' 
we proclaim War againſt God; £2. = 


E 
| will be a Rebel, and what's more, 
God will find me Ammunition, Op- 
portunity, continual Supplies to fight 

againſt himſelf. | 

SUCH an one is pointed out for 
Deſtruction, for it follows, Deut. 29. 
19, 20. The Lord will not ſpare him, 
(whoever eſcapes) but the anger of ths 
Lord, and his Fealoufie ſpall ſmoak a- 
gainſt that Man, and all the Curſes 
that are written in this Book * lie 
2 him, and the Lord ſhall blot out 
is name from under Heaven, Such 
Preſumption' infers ſome Neceſſity of 
Deſtruction, that the World may not 
think God and the Wicked are combi- 
ned to diſturb the Reſt of Mankind. 
Upon this View David offers that 
ſtrange Petition, Pſ.: 59. 5. Be not 
merciful to any wicked Tranſgreſſour. 
David could not mean the narrowing 
the Compaſs, or ſtopping the Courſe 
of that Mercy which he ſo much ex- 
toPd, and which was his conſtant and 
delightful Theme; but it declares how 
abandomd to any Mercy from God; 
theſe ſort of Sinners will be, who with 
unaccountable H. 4 of Impunity, go 
| on 
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on in their Sins, and with a ſort of Fond- 
neſs of Deſtruction, in ſpight of all 
that God can ſay to them, will ſay to 
themſelves, they ſhall have Peace, &c. 
Becauſe Judgment is not ſpeedily Exe- 
cuted againſt Evil-doers, their Hearts 
are fully ſet in em to do Evil; they ſay, 
the Lord does not ſee, neither does the 
Almghty regard. Miſtaking his Pity 
for Inadvertence, his Patience for Con- 
wence, his Forbearance for a Licenſe, 
and that Goodneſs that ſhould lead them 
to Repentance, for an Eaſineſs in Go- 
vernment, from which they have no 
reaſon to fear. But Seed-times, and 
Harveſt do not more naturally follow 
one another, than certain Deſtruction 
{hall overtake this Preſumption, for he 
has given his word for it, he will mock at 
therrCalamity,and laugh when their Fear 
cometh, when their Deſtruction cometh as 
4 Whirl-wmd, and Fear as Deſolation. 
How fooliſhly do ſome make this 
Conduct of Divine Providence in the 
Delay of Puniſhment, an Objection a- 
gainſt it. Haſty Spirits are for imme- 
diate Execution upgn the Sinner, the 
Perjured Perſon ſtruck dead upon the 
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ſpot, Damnation ſtop the Mouth that 
calls for't, and wonder the Devil does 
not ſnatch away the Perſon that de- 
votes himſelf to him. 

DIAGORAS turnd avow'd A- 
theiſt, becauſe a Thunderbolt did not 
immediately from Heaven ſtrike the 
Perſon that ſwore him out of his Right. 
As if, forſooth, that God wasnot 
worth owning, whoſe Vengeance 
would not wait upon the Reſentment 
of a filly Mortal. Whereas it's an 
Evidence of his Being, that the Divine 
Nemefis takes a Courſe, which it would 
never do, were it not under the Di- 
rection of Infinite Perfection. If any 
other beſides ſo wiſe and ſo good à Be- 
ing govern d the World, it had long 
eer this been an Aceldama, a Field of 
Blood, 2 Stage of Slaughter and Con- 
fuſion, one univerſal Scaffold of Exe- 
cution. Every Night had been more 
Tragical than that of Eyypt, when 
the Death of ſo many Firſt-born ſent 
up a Common Cry. Every Shower 
like that of Sodom and Gomorrha, De- 
ſtructive Lightning more conſtant than 
dun-beams, or Revenge had ſet it all on 
fire before this time; and our City 

C 2 had 
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had been made a conmon Grave. Could 
any other gather the ind in his Fiſt, 
or make the ſtormy Wind fulfil their 
IVord. But this is not the Time and 
Place for full Retribution ;, for that he 
has appointed a day, and I am God, and 
not Man, 1s made the Reaſon why he 
will not execute the Fierceneſs of his 
Anger, why he will not return to De- 
ſtroy 2 Hof. 11. 9. Why then muſt 
his Forbearance be an Argument againſt 
his Being? Strange! that what he 
counts a Ray of his Divinity ſhould to 
us render 1t obſcure, and that we 
ſhould flatter our ſelves that there is 
no Reckoning ; becauſe the Score is ſuf- 
fered to run on, that there will be no 
Wrath, becaufe we are let alone to 
treaſure it up. This will make us the 
Objects of the ſevereſt Diſpleaſure; for 

ſuch is always that which follows up- 
on abuſed Mercy. To come home to 
our ſelves, drowſie Security cannot be 
awaken'd to reform An heedleſs Confi- 
dence of eſcaping, as we have often 
done; as if God had always a Mira- 
cle at our Service, and would deliver 

us upon any Terms, and in ſpite of 
our 


A 


( 21) 
our own Fndearours to be Slaves, 
would preſerve our Liberties and Re- 
ligion from the Rumes in which they 
lie almoſt in all the Proteſtant Church- 
es round about us, our long Courſe of 
Sinning, during God's Forbearance, and 
the time that the bitter Cup has been 
handed round to others, fills every good 
Mind, and conſidering Spirit with 
- Melancholly Apprehenſions, and draws 
forth many a Tear, and Prayer, like 
that between the Porch and the Altar. 
Oh ſpare thy People, ob Lord, and give 
not thine Heritage to re- | 
proach, that the Heathen 
ſhould rule over them, wherefore ſhould 
on ay among the People, where is their 
od £ 

2, 1 N reſpeX to Familys, 

1. TH E utmoſt Diligence in our 
Calling, the cloſeſt Application to Buſi- 
neſs, without adviſing with God, acting 
his Bleſſing, and ſtudying his Favour, is 
but Sowing the Wind. It's working, 
not only for Diſappointment, but for 
Loſs. It's as much as to tell God you 
can do without Him, which provokes 
him dreadfully, to convince you that 
2 you 


Joel 2. 17. 
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you are miſtaken. And methinks, 
when God has ſo many thouſand un- 
ſeen, unthought of ways of croſſing 
our Schemes and Projects, that what- 
ſoever we hold is by the only Tenure 
of his Will and Pleaſure, it were but 
common Senſe to ask him leave to 

proſper. | _—_— 
WHERE is the Long-head, the 
wiſe Foreſight, the ſhrew'd Man of 
Reach and Penetration, . that caution'd 
againſt the late Storm? that ſunk his 
Ships and batter'd his Houſe, that al- 
moſt ruined him by ſpoiling others. 
How abſur'd is it for a Merchant to 
ſend Goods to Sea, a Tradeſman to 
come down into his. Shop, a Scholar 
to pore upon Authors, a Government to 
{end forth Armies and Fleets, with- 
out asking God leave to thrive, to: fee 
Returns, to ſucceed and proſper. With» 
out acknowledging that the Beffing of 
the Lord maketh rich, but making Haft 
to be rich is à way that intails a 
Curie. wat 12 | 
FAMILY Curſes, and Blaſting 
come in uſually at the ſame Door, at 
which Family Religion goes out. The 
| World 
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World very often wonders how ſome 
flouriſhing Families wither of a ſud- 
dain, and fink, notwithſtanding a ma- 
ny ſeeming Props and Supports; as 
thoſe from the Shoar that ſtand and 
ſee the Ship under Sail, with Flags 
and Streamers, tofling gallantly along, 
may wonder to ſee it {ink all of a ſud- 
dain, not knowing the neglected Leak 
at which Deſtruction inſenſibly en- 
ter d. We ſeldom fee the ſe- Elf. 5. 12 
cret Moth that mars the E- 3 
ſtate, the Worm that ſtrikes the flauriſb- 
ing Gourd, but we can oftner point out 
the Houſes, concerning which we may 
lay, There are the Houſes that have 
turn d God out of Doors, have baniſh d 
his daily Worſhip, and daily Bread 
ſeems to be going after, fince they 
would not ask it. There are the Fa- 
milies whom God has numbred with 
the Heathen in Character and Puniſh- 
ment, Jer. 10. ult. Pour out thy Fury 
pon the Heathen that know thee not, 
and upon the Familes that call not upon 
thy Name ; for they have eaten up Jacob, 
and devour'd him, and conſum d him, and 


have made his Habitation deſolate. 
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WANT of Time is the Pretence, 
when want of Inclination is the Cauſe; 
and God will confound the Hypocri- 
fie of that Excuſe that ſhall pretend 
want of Time for acknowledging God, 
and ſecuring a Bleſſing, when the true 
meaning 1s, that their Intereſt, Hu- 
mour, or Pleaſure ſhall not abate a Mi- 
nute, no, tho' the Bleſling or Curſe of 
a Family depend upon it. Witnels 
the long ſittings at Taverns, the indul- 
ged Loiterings in vain Converſation, 
the Fields and Roads, Can 1t be loſs 
of Time to do that, without which all 
other Time is lof?, and we our ſelves 
too in the endꝰ The Man that thinks 
to add much to his Stores by what he 
Subtracts from God and his Duty, muſt 
find a better Protection againſt the 
Text, than ever have yet met with, 
Hag. 1.6. Te have ſown much, and 
bring in little, ye eat, but ye have not e- 
nough, ye drink, but ye are not filled, ye 
Cloath ye, but you are not warm; and 
he that earneth Wages, earneth it to put 
into a Bag without holes. It runs a- 
way and waſts, a ſecret Curſe conſumes 
it, and all the mighty Induſtry of _ 
| Men 
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Men of Buſineſs, is but Sowing the 
Il ind, for v. 9. Tho! you | looked for 

much it came to little, and when ye 
brought it home, I did blow upon it, 
ſaith the Lord, becauſe of mine Houſe 
that is waſt, and ye run every os to his 
own Houſe. (12. Too full of Buſineſs 
to mind Religion, | 

I T'S true, ſome that never ask God 
leave to thrive, do proſper without 
asking 1t, and the Scripture mentions 
the Wicked as flouriſhing in the Earth, 
and not being in trouble as other Men. 
What then? Shall I fold my Hands 
and fleep in Seed-time, becauſe the 
Earth brings forth ſome Fruits with- 
out any Culture? Are not its com- 
mon Productions given to the Wicked 
as their Portion? Are you willing to 
have their Portion > Why then do 
you quote their Example? Proſperity 
is no ſign of a good Man, but it's al- 
ways a ſign of a good God; but it's an 
undoubted ſign of a wicked Man to be 
evil, becauſe God is good. Beſides, 
is not Miſery and Diſtreſs the Natural 
and Judicial Conſequence of Irreligi- 
on. That's the general Rule, contirm'd 


rather 
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rather then weaken'd by a few Excep- 
tions, even as I have ſeen they that 
plow Imquity, and ſom Wickedneſs, reap 
the ſame, Job. 4. 8. And if God for 
{ome Deſigns worthy of himſelf, and 
for your Tryal ſuſpends the entailed 
Curſe; yet there is a Whirl-wind in 
the Bowels of what he has and does, 
that will at laſt break out and tear him 
in pieces, when there is none to de- 
liver. . 
2. AL, illegal ways of getting Gain. 
A falſe Ballance is an abomination to 
the Lord, Prov. 11. 1. Where under 
under one Kind, all Tricking, Cheat- 
ing, and Defrauding is declared an Abo- 
mination in the Abſtract, and what can 
a Man gain, that with Judas, for a few 
pieces of Silver {hall fell Divine Love, 
and become his Abomination? And if 
the cheating our Neighbour be ſo much 
his Abhorrence, with what Indignati- 
on does he behold the little ſneaking 
Deſigns of cheating God himſelf; for 
ſol muſt call the ſtarving of his Cauſe, 
the pinching of the Poor, the ſnipping 
off a part of his own Holy- day ſet a- 
part to himſelf, which without 4 
| edge 
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ledge and Robbery thou cam ſt no more 
ſnatch to thy own Affairs, than a Man 
might ſnatch the Sacrifice off from the 
Altar, or enter his Neighbour's Houſe, 
and take away what he likes beſt, Mat. 
3. 8. Mill a Man rob God, yet ye have 
robbed me, but ye ſay, wherein? in 
Tiths and Offerings? v. 9. Te are 
Curſed with a Curſe, ye have robbed me, 
even this whole Nation. Now theſe 
Tithes were not more his own then, 
than his own Day ʒhow. ſtrictly does he 
challenge the Sabbath to himſelf, in 
that he has laid his Hand upon it by a 
ſpecial Command, given it his on 
Name, the SAB BATH of the Lord, 
and forbid.the doing our own Pleaſure 
upon his Holy Day. And this is the 
Deſcription of that blefled Family, or 
Perſon that keeps the Sabbath aright, 
J. 58. 13. If thou turn away thy Foot 
rom the Sabbath (thy foot from all un- 
neceſſary Journies and Servile Works, 
from doing thy Pleaſure on my Holy Day, 
and call the Sabbath à delight, the holy 
of the Lord, honourable, and fhalt ho- 
nour him, act doing thine 0wn ways, nor 
finding thine own pleaſure, nor |, 9 
Fine 
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thine own words. It is ſo ſtricly the 
Lord's, that nothing in it muſt be cal- 
led our own, what a Robbery of God 
is it then in thoſe who either in 
Buſineſs or Pleaſure, Dozing and Neg- 
ligence, make it all their own, if not 
the Devil's, by ſerving divers Luſts and 
Pleaſures. 

3. MURMURING agamſt 
God, and Quarrelling, and Diſtance 
with one another, if the World goes croſs, 
is Sowing Wind, This raiſes the Tem- 
peſt of Paſſion, which haſtens the 
Shipwrack, as it reduces the Steerſ- 
man to Perplexity, that further intan- 
gle his Thoughts, who perhaps may 
have none of the moſt ſteady Hand in 
the faireſt Weather, and muſt there- 
fore needs be doubly diſtreſs d by the 
Addition of Domeſtick Sorms. Theſe 
are Forerunners of Diſſipation, as the 
hollow Murmurs rumbling round the 
Shoar preſage a Storm. Neither nur- 
mur ye as ſome murmer d, and were de- 
ftroyed of the Deſtroyers. Turn your 
Murmers into Prayer, Invectives into 
Self-Humiliations, Diſtances and Jar- 
rings into ynited Councils, and _ 

ures 
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ſures to draw down the Favour of God, 
for an Houſe divided againſt it ſelf can- 


not fland, and they that trouble their 


own Houſe ſhall inherit the Wind, Prov. 
II. 19. 


III. IN Churches. 

I. A mghty noiſe about Religion, 
without the Power of Godlineſs. 

T WAs the Cry in Fafhion a- 
mong Iſrael at this Day, my God we 
know thee, v. 2. Weare thy People, 
but 'twas all Mask and Pretence, v. 3. 
They have caſt off the thing that's good. 
Their inſiſting upon outward Privi- 
ledges and Diſtinctions, Marks of Fa- 
vour and Peculiarities, without Holi- 
neſs, Righteouſneſs, and Godlineſs, 
was not Sowing to the Spirit, but Sow- 
ing to the Wind, They ſtrove to out- do 
each other in the outward Ceremony 
of Religion, as it is uſual, when 
want of inward Reality, is to be co- 
vered thereby, to exceed in outward 
Pomp and Oftentation. + Hence the 
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Ventoſa Oſtentatio. 
Solum ventum Seminabant quia deerant 
fides & obedientia. Calv. in lo. 
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preciſe Tithing of Mint, and Cum- 
min of the Phariſe, the Offerings, 
Confeſſions, and Whippings, and Ex- 
ternal Mortifications of the Papiſts, 
The noiſie and furious Zeal of ſome 
Proteſtants for Peculiarities of their 
own, the loud Cry of ſome for the 
Church, who are at Defiance to a God 
ly, Righteous, and ſober Life, and of 
others for Liberty of Conſcience, who 
yet hve as if they had no Conſcience at 
all, that Diſſent from the Church in- 
deed, but Conform intirely at the 
Tavern to Exceſſes, both of Time and 
Meaſure, that ſtaggers the utmoſt Cha- 
rity of Beholders. This is all Wind 
and Vapour, and a great deal of this 
went into our late Storm, continuing 
to Sow ſuch Wind, will make way for 
another. _ 

2. SOWING Diſcord among 
Brethren. | 

THIS is one thing declared his 
Abomination, Prov, 6. 19. Six things 
doth the Lord hate, — him that ſoweth 
Diſcord among his Brethren, by ſtrain- 
ing for ill Meanings, inviduous Glol- 
es, odious Repreſentations and Names, 


rea- 
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readily taking up an ill Report, or 
helping it forward. Theſe are the 
Troublers of 1/rael,that Sow the Seeds 
of Whirl-wind, and Confuſion in Fa- 
milies, Churches, and Kingdom, per- 
petuat ing Diſtances, oppoſing all Ap- 
proaches to a Cloſure, this is doing the 
Enemies Buſineſs to their Hand, hate- 
ful to God, and deftructive to our 
ſelves, for where Envy and Strife is 
there is Confuſion, and every evil Work. 
Not to have invented a Story, is not e- 
nough to ſecure our Innocence 1n this 
Point, if we readily take up an evil 
Report of our Neighbour, when in- 
vented to our Hand, Who ſhall dwell 
in the holy Place, Pf. 15. 3. He that 
taketh not up a Reproach againſt his 
Neighbour. 

T HIS is certainly forgot by thoſe 
whoſe Converſation is made up of Rail- 
lery and Reflection, Cenſure and Re- 
proach, that are in Travail with a 
new Story, and cannot reſt till they are 
delivered, that are with Child, till the 
have brought forth the Wind, II. 26. 18. 
This is duly forgot by thoſe who in- 
duſtriouſſy Sow Seeds of Diſcord a- 
mong 
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mong Brethren,and then call it Preach- 
ing, the Prophets are become Wind, and 
the Nord is not in them, Jer. 3. 15. 

3. CORRUPT and Pernxicious 
Doctrines and Errors, and à vain and 
empty Treatment of thoſe that are true. 

T HESE do firſt pervert and un- 

ſettle the Judgment, and ſo of Conſe- 
quence leave the Practice without the 
Rein, and Controul of Truth. The 
Inſtances of this would oblige me to 
give a large Catalogue of Books and 
Writings. What Affectations of new 
Hypotheſes, what ſtraining to avoid 
the beaten Path, or rather to ſeem to 
doſo? What bold Adventures upon 
the Brow of the Precipice, into what 
unuſual Latitudes do Men argue them- 
ſelves, and ſet up for a new way to 
Heaven all along upon the brink of 
Hell, How little hold taken of the 
Conſcience, and how much 1s that 
owing to the Maxims of Indifference 
and Light, that chill the Spirits of Re- 
ligion, harden the Heart, corrupt the 
Fountains, and deſtroys the Foundati- 
ons. If a Man walking in the Wind 
and Falſhoad, do lie, ſaying, I will Pro- 
e +fj 6 


pleſie to thee of Wine and Strong Drin, 
he hall even be a Prophet of this — 
Mic. 2. 11. The good Fellom the 

Parſon. 0 Bray © A 
4. TEE Proſtitution. of Sacred 
Things to. the Unholy and Prophane. 
that has ſuch. a Tendency. to render 
them contemptible, to run Men into 
all Degrees of Prophanneſs, by forcing 
them to the higheſt, as that muſt needs 
be eſteemed that is a Violation and A- 
buſe of the higheſt Love. Tempting 
the Ambitious or Neceſſitous at the 
Price of Eating and Drinking Damna- 
tion to themſelves, Caſting the Pledg- 
es of dying Love in the Dirt, and 
throwing the beſt of Pearls among 
Swine, making the Blood of Attone- 
ment a common thing, and by making 
ſuch numbers guilty of the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, drawing the Guilt of 
it upon the N ation, and with the 
Jews, ſaying, His Blood beupan us an. 
aur Children. And if Blood, of all 
Cries is the loudeſt, the Cry of our Sa- 
viour's Blood muſt be loudeſt of all. 
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This is to be bewaib'd with Rivers of 
Tears, as the ſtanding Sin of this Na- 
tion. N 5 

O H! thou whoſe Blood had the Vir- 
tue of Attoneing for the Guilt of its own 
barbarous Effuſion, and could waſh the 
very Hands that drew it forth let the 
ſome meritorious Value that does indeed 
aggravate our Guilt, Expiate it too, and 
for thoſe who now crucifie thee afreſh, 
preſent thy own dying Prayer; Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what 
they do. Or if that can't be ſaid, for 
alas! we know too well what we do, yet 
grant that Repentance that may pre- 
pare for the more remarkable Forgive- 
_ i. 

5. IDOLATRT is in a more 
particular manner hereby declared to be 
Vain and Pernicious, v. 4. Of ther 
Nuver and their Gold, have they made 
themſelves Idols, that they may he cut 
. This is one of the oddeſt and moſt 
abſurd Corruptions of Humane Na- 
ture ! and one of the greateſt Reproach- 
es to our Race. For a Man to make his 
Court to a Poſt, and Petition a piece 
af Wood, to offer a Prayer oy the 

| ame 
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ſame Timber that he maul'd with an 
Hammer a little before, is what a Man 
could hardly be guilty of, one would 
think, but in pure Spite to his own 
Reaſon, and to God's Honour. And 
yet this was the luſcious Sin to which 
Iſrael was ſo prone ; that · neither the 
amazing Appearances of God, nor his 
ſignal Providences, both of Judgment 
and Mercy, were preſervative enough. | 
When at the ſame time one is hardly | 
put to it to Aſſign, where the Temp- bl 
tation ſhould lie, a Stupidity ! that one | 
[ 
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would think, without Par allel, were it 
poſhble to overlook the Fondneſs of 
ſome even among us, of an Idolatrous 0 
Religion, and their Endeavours to in- | 
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troduce it, after all the Aſſurances that 
Reaſon and Experience can give, of 
Miſery and Slavery, being the inſepa- 
rable Confequence. 
F. 4. WIT H Reſpe&to Nations 
Sowing the Wind is chargable upon. 
4 L Carnal Policies that are with. 
out God, or againſt him, againſt him, can 
2 Man contend with God and proſper ? . 
Againſt his Honour, his Church and 
| D 2 People 
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People, the Kings of the Earth may ſet 
themſelves, and the Rulers take Counſel 
together, and the People Rage, but they 
do all imagine a vain thing, Pl. 2.1, 2, 
3. Suppreſſing his Church, Maſter- 
ing his Power, Diverting the Courſe 
of his Providence, has been often at- 
tempted, and as often in vain, In 
vain does Pharaoh imagine his Furnace 
ſhalt melt them away. In vain does 
Sennacherib imagine his Army ſhall 
ſwallow them up. Ahab and Fezebell 
in vain imagine the cutting off all 
the Prophets. And Julian the Apo- 
ſtate to extirpate Chriſtianity ; twas a 
vain Boaſt of another, inſcribed upon a 
Pillar, * erected to the Glory of having, 
(as he thought) extinguiſhed the Chri- 
{tian Name. In vain does Ceſar re- 
ſolve the Suppreſſion of Luther, Ex- 
communicated by the Pope, Con- 

demn'd by the Aſſembly at Norimberg, 
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* Deleto Chriſtianorum Nomine, qu. 
Rempublicam evertebant, &C. 
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while the Council above | have other- 
wiſe determin'd, viz. That his Goſpel 
ſhould run and be Glorifted. In vain 
does the Nimrod of this Age project the 
Babel of Univerſal Monarchy upon 
the Ruines of Zion. 
THAT mgity Hunter of Pro- 
perty and Conſcience, thinks he has 
the whole Church of God in Chaſe, 
and has flatter'd himſelf with the Glo- 
ry of blotting out the Name of Pro- 
teſtants in their own Blood. But he 
that ſits in the Heavens ſhall 

laugh, the Lord ſball have Ves #3 
him in Deriſion; for he ſeeth that his 
Day is coming. And tho? God may by 
French Cruelty and Ambition avenge 
humſelf pl ſuch a Nation as this, yet all 
the Mifchiets he may be ſuffered to do, ' 
ſhall at aff, come down upon his own | 
Head, and his violent Dealings like i 
Duft thrown againſt the Wind, be | 


þ 

| 

beat back in his own face. 
| 
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AGAIN, All Carnal Policies 
without God, where God is not taken 


7 Longe aliter in cæto quam Norimbergæ 
ae hoc negotio Concluſum . M. Adam h 
in Vit. Luth. 1 
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into Council, without taking his Di- 
rection, regarding his Approbation, 
acknowledging his Interpoſure and In- 
fluence, and asking his Bleſſing, is 
Sowing Wind, verſe 4. They have ſet 
up Kings, but not by me they have made 
Princes, and I knew it not. Never ac- 
quainted him by acknowledging God in 
all their Ways,but managed theirPoliti- 
cal Aﬀairs, ata rate, as if God and 
they had nothing to do with one ano- 
ther. And here 'tis an Obſervation 
due to Her Majeſties Great Piety, The 
Solemn Notice of God's Hand, and Ac- 
knowledgments of our Deſerts, with 
which ſhe lays Her Self and Kingdoms 
at God's Feet. | 

Which we moſt humbly acknow- 
* Jedge to be a Token of Divine Dil- 
* pleaſure, and that it was the Infi- 
* nite Mercy of God that we and all 
our People were not thereby wholly 
** deſtroy'd. F 


— 


Li ad 


+ Proclamation for the Faſt. 


A GAIN, 


3 
AGAIN, Habliſbing Iniguity by 
a Law, which is compelling a Com- 
munity to be their own Murderers, 
like forcing a Man to ſet Fire to his 
own Houſe, to run under a Falling 
Tower, togo up to the Mouth of a 
Cannon, or leap into a bottomleſs 
Pit. — SLY et 
WHETHER ſhould I go ? 
thould I mention Inſtances of Corrupt 
and Partial Adminiſtations? The di- 
vers Weights and Meaſures, upon 
which God has ſtampt his Mark of his 
Abhorrence, Prov. 20. 10, 23. The In. 
quity in the place of Righteouſneſs, the 
Cries in the Place of Judgment. The non- 
Execution and Contempt of GoodLaws, 
which therefore only ſerve to condemn 


the Wicked and Slothful Servant out of 
his own Mouth, For thou that ſayeſt 


thou ſhalt not commit Adul- 
tery, Swear, be Drunk, | 
Prophane the Sabbath (as every one 
does mere particularly that has a hand 
in making thoſe Laws) Doſt thou thy 
Jelf do thoſe things. For theſe things the 
Land Mourns, the Reformation Lan. 
guiſbes, our Intere? with God is wea- 

9.4 kened . 


Rom. 2. 22. 
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 Rened. Theſe Iniquities like 4 Wind 
had almoſt taken us away, If. 64. 6. 
II. THE certain Connexion between 
ſuch Seed and ſuch an Harveſt, And for 
this J have leſt my ſelf but little room, 
and therefore briefly, 0 

1. THIS Connexion is partly natu- 
ral. Some Miſeries and Calamity do 
ſpring from ſuch Courſes as naturally 
as an Harveſt from the Seed Sown, or 
a Whirlwind from a vaſt Collection of 
Vapours. Thus Poverty and Want is 
the Natural Harveſt of Extravagance 
and Exceſs, Pains of Body and Mind, 
the Effects of Intemperance, Diſgrace 
and Contempt had their Seed in the 
Haughtineſs of Pride and Conceit, 
which ſeldom fails of a Mortification. 
The many Plagues that there are in 
one Rebellious Child, and the Vexa- 
tions of Diſſolute Servants, are the na- 
tural Reſult of a Criminal Indulgence, 
and Neglect of Order. The down- 
fall of A _ and Societies, are the 
Natural Effects of Diviſion and Diſ- 


cord, which the old Romans did, and 
the Modern do, ſo perfectly under- 
ſtand, that as thoſe at the Siege of Je- 


vu ſa- 
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ruſalem, + ſo theſe now, deſign, if poſſi- 
; 2 to ſtand by, Jon be 5x7 4 of 
the cruel Tragedy, which, they hope, 
by our Diviſions, to make us a& upon 
our Selves. 

S O Natural is the Connexion be- 
tween the generality of Wickedneſs 
and Miſery, that in moſt Caſes a Man 
need but be let alone, and you ſhall 
ſee the Dunkard, and the Glutton, Poor 
and the Sleeper be cloathed with Rags, 
Prov. 23. 21. And that their own 
Wickedneſs ſhall Correct them, Jer. 
2, 19. 2 
2. THERE is a Judicial Connex- 
ion between ſuch a Courſe of - Folly and 
Sin, and ſuch a Harveſt of Miſery. The 
former is the Nature and 'Tendency of 
the Thing, this, in the threatned An- 
ger of God, whoſe Wrath is revealed 
from Heaven agamſt all Unrighteouſneſs 
of Men. Such is the Connexion be- 
tween Herod's Pride and Puniſhment, 
Ade 12. 23. Iſrael's Idolatry at Ho- 
reb, and the great Slaughter that fol- 
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low'd, 
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low'd, Exod. 32. 25. Sennacharit's 
Blaſphemy, and finding ſo many of his 
Army dead Corpſes, 2 Kings 19. 35. 
Ananias Lye, and Death, Ads 5. ö. 
THIN K not then thou can'ſt fin 
with Safety, becauſe *tis with Cauti- 
on; for that Deſtruction, and Whirl- 
wind, that may not be in the Nature 
of the thing, ſhall overtake thee in the 
Judgment of God. As a Man Sows, 
ſo ſhall he reap. It's ridiculous for a 
 Husbandman to Sow Tares and expect 
Wheat, and almoſt as ridiculous, for a 
Man with great Pains to. prove, that 
the Harveſt will be of the ſame Grain 
with his Seed, yet as Ridiculous as e- 
very one allows it to be in Husbandry. 
It's fo much the common Practice of 
theCareleſs and Sinful, that we are 
almoſt weary of expoſing it to Shame 
and Contempt, and could hardly re- 
concile our ſelves to the odd Work of 
Demonſtrating that Fire will burn, 
but that the Scripture hath told us 
that Sinners are both Madmen and 
Fools. Men will Sow to Damnation, 
and yet hope to be ſaved, Sow to 
Death and Darkneſs, and yet dream of 


. All 


1 

an Harveſt of Light and Life; a ſign 
that God and his Word has no credit 
with them, and if the Son of Man mage 
now come, he would find little Faith upon 
Earth. Has he not ſaid, that he that 


ſoweth to the Fleſh ſhall reap Corrupti- 
on. He that ſoweth to Pride and Lux- 


ury ſhall reap a Fall, Poverty and 
Diſgrace, I/. 28. 1. Wo to the Crown 
of Pride, to the Drunkards of Epbra- 
in, v. 2. Behold the Lord has a mgh»- 
ty ſtrong one, which is as 4 Tempeſt of 
Hail, a deſtroying Storm, or Flood of 
mighty Waters caſting down to the 
Earth, He that ſows to Malice and 


Strife ſhall reap Confuſion, and every 


evil Work. The Incendiary is com- 
monly burnt by the Coals that he blows 
1p, and the Wicked ſnared in the Work 
of their own Hands, and he that ſow- 
eth Iniquity, ſball (by a Natural and Ju- 
dicial Connexion) reap Vanity, Prov. 
22. 18. EM 


III. THE third and laſt thing 


propos'd, was to improve the whole. 


And this I thought to have done by 


{ome Inferences from the Subject, and 
Remarks upon our late dreadful Har- 


veſt of Whirl-wind. 1 


( 44 ) 


F. 1. An Inference or two. 

1. TH Eunhappy Folly and Miſtake 
of Sinners that fly. from Religion to a- 
void its Labours. When they generally 
take as much pains to be damn d, as are 
needful tobe ſaved ; fince the Courſe 
of both is compar'd to Ploughing and 
Sowing. ein” 

T O avoid the Fatigues of Religion 
they become Slaves to the Devil, and 
like ſo many Beaſts in Carriages, draw 
Iniquity with Cords of r Vanity and 
Sin, egit were with aCart-rope, If. 5. 

18. And all this is for the Wages of 
Death, Rom. 6. 23. They go to Hell 
for Eaſe, and give themſelves into the 
Arms of the Devil to be out of dan- 
1 | 
2. T HE preſent Flouriſbing of Ido- 
latry, and ſeemmg Advantages of Un- 
T1ghteouſneſs is all a Cheat and à Snare. 
There's a Whirl-wind in its Bowels, 
it has no Stalk, or if it have, the Bud 
fball yield no Meat, or if it do, the 
Strangers ſhall eat it up. Sin, and the 
Deluſions of Hope keep Company to 
-Hell, butthere they part for ever, and 
the Man and his. Hopes ſhall never 
— | 8. 2. 


8 

§. 2. T HE further Improvement 
of this lies in ſome few Remarks upon 
our late dreadful Harveſt, and, 

1. CONSIDER how far we have 
every one been Inſtrumental to this Pub- 
lick Calamity £ 

EVERY ſingle Perſon may ſay, 
[ have caſt in too much Seed towards 
this Harveſt, * My particular Contri- 
„ bution towards this Calamity, 
* ought more to affect me than myLoſs 
by it, and there is none of us, but 
in ſome degree may ſay with Fonah, I 
know that for my ſake 1s this Tempeſt 
come 3 us, John 1. 12. 

GOD'S Eye is upon us, to ſee 
what this Judgment w1ll produce, and 
his Ear liſtens to what Remarks we 
ſhall make, as Jer. 8. 6. I hearkened 
and heard, but they ſpeak not aright, 
no Man repented him of his Wickedneſs, 
ſaying, what have I done, every one 
turn'd to his own Courſe, as an Horſe 
ruſbeth into the Battle. 

Twas a ſtated Rule with one Sect 
of Philoſophers to put this Queſtion 
cvery Day, what have I done? a Que- 


 T Ho hagoreans. 


ſtion 
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ſtion we ſhould no day forget, but leaſt 
of all inthe day of Adverſity. I am 
afraid the latter part of that Text will 
too truly deſcribe the Courſe of moſt 
that were affrighted by the late Storm; 
while that hideous War of Winds 
that threatened all, was in the Air, poſ- 
fibly they might think of turning to 
God, and making Vows. © Oh that 
God would ſpare my Life, Family, 
*. Houſe, Wife and Children, Gc. If 
he will ſpare my Life it ſhall be Re- 
form d, if he will ſpare my Houſe 
and Family, it ſhall be no longer 
„ Prarerleſs, and ſome Familes where 
“ no Prayer had been for many a day, 
« were driven to it then. But the 
* Fury of it was no ſooner ſpent, but 
* the Concern and Impreſſion went 
* oft, and they turn to their own Courſe 
as 4 Horſe ruſbeth into the Battle, 
That's Fearleſs, not becauſe there is 
no Danger, but becauſe they are in- 
ſenſible of any. 

2. CONSI D ER what you owe for 
your Preſervation. Certainly, all that's 
ſaved, wi a freſh Title become the 


Lord's Life and Limb, Wife and Chit- 
8 dren, 
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dren, Houſes and Subſtance, as really 
given over again to thee by this Salva- 
tion, as if thou had'ſt ſtrangely dug 
em out in time from under the Rub- 
biſh of your Dwelling, what ſhall 1 
render, 15 what God waits to hear, God 
did not take away my Life, well ! 
but Il give it him, becauſe he has 
* deliver'd me from Death. I am not 
* now following my Wite and Chil- 
Aren to the Grave, therefore while 
they are mine, III do all I can that 
* no Surprizing Stroke hereafter may 
take 'em unprepared. Think as 
** you are going home, I might not 
nad an Habitation this Night! But 
* {ince theſe Walls are ſtanding that 
* trembled ſooner than my Heart, 
they ſhall be no more Witneſſes of 
my Negleds, leaſt hereafter they 
become both Witneſſes and Execu- 
* tioners too, I might have been re- 
** duced to abſolute Poverty, as many 
* richer than my ſelf have been, ſhall 
* I make the Gifts of his tender 
** Mercies aSacrifice to the Devil? and 
„Fuel for my Luft, inſtead of Honou- 
ring the Lord with my Subſtance, _ 


(43) 
has been given now once again by be- 
ing preſerv d. © 

T HY Preſervation-day deferves an 
equal Regard with thy Birth-day, and 
challenges a freſh Dedication to God. 
for a Preſervation, without which, per- 
haps, it had been better thou. had iſt ne- 
ver been born. But then think again. 

3. THIS is not becauſe thou waſt 

2 leſs Sinner, or others greater, I tell 
you, nay, ſays Chriſt, but unleſs ye re- 
pent ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. To go by 
that Rule 1s generally unwarrantable, 
and would ſometimes be directly falſe, 
as in the Caſe of Foband Jacob. Rather, 
hasnot God in Mercy ſpared thee to 
recover Strength before thou go hence 
and be no more, knowing that if thou 
had'ſt then died, thou had'ſt been 
undone for ever. ; 

4. REGARD the End that God 
has in all this. His End in a Calamity 
is the Voice of his Rod. Neither his 
Word nor Providences ſhall ſtand for 
Cyphers, they have a Meaning, and 
Signification, which not to diſcern and 
regard, endangers a Repetition of the 
ſame Judgments, I. 26. 11. Will they 
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not fee when my Hand is lifted up, but they 
ſball ſee before J have done with them, or 
elſe my Hand ſhall be lifted up ſtill. The 
Judgment carries this comfortable Inti- 
mation. (I.) That God has not given us 
uþ then, he would have ſaid as of Iſrael, 
why ſhould they be ſtricken any more, they 
will ſtill Revolt more and more, II. 1.5. 
Our Phyſician has not given us over, ſince 
he continues the the Means of Cure. 

W E are not given up to that Curſe, 
Hof. 4. 7. As bleſſed a thing as ſome think 
it to be let alone, (i. e.) to be deſtroy d ra- 
ther than to be chaſtis'd for our A- 
mendment and Salvation. It's better to 
have Wrath come down upon us, than that 
it ſhould be reſerved for us. For Tempo- 
rary Wrath may come down upon his 
Friends, but he reſerveth Wrath for his E- 
nemes, Nah. 1. 2. God's Voice was lately 
in the Whirl-wind, and it ſpoke this 
Language. How ſhall I give thee up 
Oh England! How ſhall I make thee as 
* Hlanders, the Seat of War, as Germa- 
** 7y given up to the Spoilers. How ſhall 
I give thee up to French Slavery, and to 
" Popiſh Darkneſs, rather let God take 
** Us into his own Hands, whoſe tender 
'* Mercics are very great, than give us 
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into the Hand of our Enemy, whoſe 
ce tender Mercies are Cruelty. (2.) Tet 
does it loudly teſtiſe his Diſpleaſure. That 
God 1s angry the Groans of Nature tell, 
and the Whirl-wind, which is the 
Breath of his Noſtrils, ſo quick and force- 
able, as it always is in a Perſon greatly 
incens d. The tops of our Houſes look 
as if we had been preparing for a Bom- 
bardment. But bleſſed be God 'tis only 
from Heaven, 'tis God lates a Siege, 
but tis our Vices only that he would 
deſtroy. To ſurrender will be our Hap- 
pineſs, Glory, and Triumph. *Tis 
yielding to be happy, 'tis opening 
to Salvation, and Joy, Proſperity, Plen- 
ty, and Peace, did we but know in 
this our Day the things of our Peace. 
Stand 1t out we cannot, he will be Maſter 
of us either by our Surrender or by 
Storm; by Dedication or by Seizure; by 
the Purchaſe of Chriſt's Blood, or the For- 
feiture to his Juſtice. Again, (3.) By 
this he lets us know what He can do. And 
what can He not do? Who can do ſuch 
things, who can do all things? To whom 
the Earth is but a Duſt of the Ballance, 
and which he can as eaſily blow away. 
He bringeth the Wind out of his Trea- 
| BY ſures, 
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ſures, He hath them in the Hollow of his 
Hand. So that tis but for him to open 
his Hand wide enough and there's an end 
of Houſes and Lands; and all diſtincti- 
ons of Nations, Seas, Lands, Heaven and 
Earth, all are ſwept away, as eaſily as 
Chaff which the Wind carries away. Twas 
eaſy therefore for God to have given but 
a little more Force to our Late Tempeſt, 
and have left not one City in England 
ſtanding. A few Degrees of Violence 
more had buried Thouſands above Ground, 
where it buried one. In one Night could 
God have ruined us; by finking our 
Fleet, have blown down the Walls of 
our Nation, and laid us open, by deſtroy- 
ing our Ships of Trade, torn out our Vi- 
tals,and given fuch an intire Overthrow to 
our City, by Wind and Earthquakes, that 
in after Years Men ſhould Point and ſay, 
THERE IS THE PLACE WHERE UHE 
ONCE FAMOUS LONDON SIUOD; 
and if we add what 1s more than all this, 
That he could have ſent the Inhabitants 
down to Fell too. How fitly will the 
words of Chriſt come in here, I jay unto 
you, fear Him; For who would not fear 
thee, O Lord, who would not fear before 
thee Lord God Almighty. (4-) Another 
end is to teach us Humility under his Migh- 
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y Hand. How low ſhould this lay us in 
the Duſt? How little does this make the 
Cteature? and how great did it repreſent 
God? To ſee the World tremble at his 
Deicent, and all the'great Spirits, the 
Haughty and the Proud ſneak and dwin- 
dle at the Corwvulſtons the World and 
their own Spirits were in, at the Blaſt of 


the Lord at the Breath of the Almighty. 


5. Reflect upon the Frame of your Mind 
while the Storm was :hon you. And what 
your Convictions the: were, keep alive 
{till, and forget not to pay your Vows, 
You muſt needs be convinced, (1) / hat 
"twas not in all Humane Power to abate or 
125 it one Moment. The united Power 
of the Nation, of the whole Confedera- 
cy, of all the World, cid not do it. 
(2.) The Importance and Bleſſing of 
having God for our Friend. He is the 
beſt and greateſt Ally, without him 
all others are nothing, and with him only 
tis, they or we can be any thing. For- 
merly the Spamard could ſay, When 
God fighting tor us, deſtroy'd the Arma- 
da, and Bafled the Pride of their Title 
Invincible. That if God had but ſtood 
Neuter they ſhould have done our Buſineſs. 
If they could do our Buſineſs w_ m_ 

ands 
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ſtands but Neuter, how much more an 
Over-match would They and the French 
together prove now, {ſhould God alſo 
fight againſt us in Storms and Tempeſts. 
God is an Enemy that can attack us all 
ways at once, at Sea, and Land, Body, 
Goods, Houſes, Families, Hearts and Con- 
ſciences, and make us an Hiſſing to others 
and an aſtoniſhing Terror to our ſelves. It's 
a deſpicable Weakneſs to grow Proud and 
Secure, becauſe of our diſtance from the 
French. Alas! God need not ſend for the 
French to Bombard us: His own Artil- 
lery can batter down our Houſes, and 
thoſe flouriſhing Navies, that the French 

durſt not look in the Face one Day, may 
be ſunk to the bottom the Next, or ſcat- 
ter d like Straus in a Whirlwind, | 

It's a truth beyond any exception, That 
NOTHING CAN BE SO MUCH 
OUR BUSINESS OR SAFETY AS 
MAKING GOD OUR FRIEND, 
who can be a Wall of Fire round about 
us, or a Conſuming Fire to us. And con- 
ſequently, they that render God our Ene- 
my, are our greateſt Enemy, both to 
Church and State, and People may talk 
what they will, but our greateſt Enemies 
to both, are Wicked and Profane; tis 
they 
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Heaven at the ſame time. (3.) Were you 
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they that provoke that Diſpleaſure which 
you ſee can reach us, when our Enemy 
can't. | 5 

ALL wicked Men, of what Denomi- 
nation ſoever, let their Profeſſion or Pa 
be what it will, are ſo far in the French 
Intereſt, as their Sins tend to betray us to 
em, and to thoſe Judgments that are 
the ſborte/ way to Ruine, for which they 
pave the Way, and ripen us for Judg- 
ments 1n this World, and Damnation in 
the next. 

THE Righteous, of what Denomina- 
tion ſoever, are the Nations trueſt Friends, 
and beſt Treaſure. For their ſakes many 
a Storm is kept off, and many a time 
the Nation ſaved, as Sodom had been, 
if there had been but Ten, and the whole 
Ships Crew was ſaved for the ſake of one 
Paul, tho afterward they had no more 
Gratitude to God, nor to him, than to 
puſh on Deſigns of taking away his Life, 
Ads 27. 48. to ſecure the Friendſhip of 
God therefore, is the one thing needful, 
that while we have War abroad we may 
have Peace with God at home : For 
it will be no leſſening of us at all to ſay, 
That we are not a Match for Earth and 
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„ 
not then convinced of the great Bleſſing 
and Comfort of being always ready: Be 
ye always ready in the eaſy Application of 
ſuch a deſtructive Providence. Oh 
e that I were now prepared with ſome 
good Hope thro Grace, to meet the 
« Effects of this dreadful Night: Then, 
* tho Nature might ſtartle at the ruſhing 
« Violence of the Blaſt, yet *tis but the 
« Noiſe of the Chariot Wheels, that's 
* ſent to fetch me Home, Tis my Fa- 
« ther's Chariot, tho' it ſhould be a Flaſh 
of Fire like Eljah's; my Fathers Voice, 
* tho* he ſpake in a Whirlwind, as to 
„Job. If lightning lick up my Spirits 
(for what matter it by what a Chri- 
* ſtian dies) I know tis not a Flaſh from 
Hell, the ſuddenneſs of it is the ſpeed 
* of Love and not of Wrath: For ſure- 
ly God will not ſhoot the Arrows of 
Vengeance at his own Image; and tho 
I may die in a Common Calamity, yet I 
ſhall die in Peace as good Foftah, who 
tho he fell in Battle, is ſaid : 
tobe gathered to the Grave 2 Kings 22. 20. 

in Peace, Peace of Conſci- 
ence, Peace with God, and Peace Eternal. 
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OH what a happy Compoſure of Mind 
is this, in the midſt of Storms and Tem- 
peſt without, to have no Tempeſt within, 
no Storm in the Conſcience, no Wounds 
Feſtering in the Breaſt, no Vengeance 
purſuing at the Back, but to have God 
come to us in ſuch a Night, as to Paul in 
the Storm, ſaying, Acts 27. Fear not, 
for I am with thee. This makes us re- 
joyce with our Trembling, as the Caſe 
makes us tremble with our Rejoycing. 
AND now yeSons of Pride and Vain- 
glory, ye Slaves of Mammon, ye Ser— 
vants of divers Luſts and Pleaſure. I ap- 
peal, whether this be not a happy State, 
infinitely out-bidding that you are fo 
fond of, fill'd with Remorſe and Stings. 
Know, thou,that Courts I know not what, 
with all the Pains and Concern as if 
*twere Heaven; that with all thy Plumes, 
thy Bags, and Manſions, the pooreſt 
Chriſtian, whoſe Sins are forgiven, is 
more happy than thou, and a much 
greater Man: For tho? he did not think 
it worth his while to be dammd to get 
Money, to looſe his Soul for what he 
could not keep; nor give himſelf to the 
Devil in Exchange tor the World, * 
as 


(37) 
has been ſo wiſe, as to get ſomething that 
he ſhall never looſe, the better part that 
ſball not be taken from him, and (hall ſtand 
the Shock of the laſt univerſal Tempeſt; 
which leads me my laſt Reflection. 

6. REMEMBER the greateſt 
Storm is yet to come. Wherein Nature 
ſhall breath it's laſt, wherein none can a- 
void loſing all they have in this World, 
for the World it {elf ſhall be loſt, Rev, 
20. 11. Earth and Heaven fled away, 
and there was found no place for them. 
This is the Shipwrack of univerſal Na- 
ture, the ſhatter'd Parts of the World 
ſhall float about in an Ocean of Fire. 
There we ſhall ſee the Earth rowling a- 
way in the burning Waves of that Sea, 
Earth and all the Works therm burnt up, 
2 Pet. 3. 10. | 

AN D to ſwell the fiery Deluge, the 
burning Orbs ſhall pour down all 
their Heat, drop out of their Sphere, and 
thoſe Spheres with a mighty noiſe be 
broken to pieces, and all the Elements 
melted down by this fervent Heat, till 
Earth, and Heaven, Sun, the bright 
Stars, and Moon, Sea, Air and Clouds, 
j ke ſo many broken Planks of a great 
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Veſſel ſhall float in the ſame Waves 
Horror, Confuſion, Amazement, Def 
pair in all 1ts hideous Forms, Devils 
damned Spirits, wicked Men, Torment 
Pain Anguyſh, ſhall all be driven along 
by this mighty Storm, with dreadful up 
roar down to Hell, the Place of their EA 
ternal Abode, and where nothing elſe 
ſhall be heard for ever, For the Wicket 
fhall be turn d into Hell, and all the Vati- 
tions that forget God, upon the Wicked he 
will rain Snares, Fire and Brimſtone, and 
an horrible Tempeſt, this ſball be the Porti- 
on of their Cup. Pl. 11. 6. While the 
Righteous have 4 Covert even from this 
Storm, a Kingdom that cannot be ſhaken, 
and ſball fhine as the Stars in the Nenne 
ment for ever and ever. 
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